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DEAR MEMBERS,” — 


NORCAL V IS HISTORY, WHAT A SHOW. IF YOU MISSED IT, ALL I CAN 
SAY IS YOU MISSED ONE HELL OF A SHOW. MY BOURSE CHARIMAN 
VINCE LACARIERE DID ONE FANTASTIC JOB AND LIVED UP TO HIS 
NICK NAME ‘ SOLD OUT’, BECAUSE THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT HE DID, IN 
FACT HE OVERBOOKED THE SHOW, MORE POWER TO YOU VINCE. JOB 
WELL DONE! SPECIAL THANKS TO DR. WALTER OSTROMECKI WHO 
FLEW UP TO RUN THE TREASURE HUNT FOR THE YN’S AND THEN MC’D 
THE BANQUET, ANOTHER SOLD OUT VENUE. A SPECIAL THANKS TO 
THE FREMONT COIN CLUB WHO UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF ALLAN 
DOUGLAS SETUP, AND ASSISTED WITH THE SUCCESS OF THE SHOW. 
SPECIAL THANKS TO IRENE CARRILLO AND HARRY DAVIS WHO MADE 
SURE EVERY RAFFLE TICKET WAS SOLD. 


IT WAS A PLEASURE ON SATURDAY EVENING OF THE SHOW TO AWARD 
TWO MILLER AWARDS TO DEVOTED COIN HOBBYISTS. KEN BARR AND 
VINCE LACARIERE. BOTH MEN, DO SO MUCH BEHIND THE SCNES IN 
THIS HOBBY AND THEIR EFFORTS BY MOST PART GET 
OVERLOOKED.CONGRATULATIONS KEN AND VINCE. 


MY FELLOW COIN HOBBYISTS I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR GIVING ME 
THE SUPPORT OVER THE LAST FOUR YEARS AS YOUR PRESIDENT. IT IS 
TIME TO MOVE ON AND GIVE OTHER UPCOMMING LEADERS A CHANCE 
TO RULE THE ROOST. PLEASE FIND THE TIME TO GIVE YOUR NEW 
PRESIDENT THE SAME SUPPORT THAT YOU HAVE GIVEN ME. I HAVE 
ENJOYED MY TIME IN OFFICE . 1 AM PROUD THAT THIS ORGANIZATION 
HAS HAD FIVE SUCCESSFUL COIN CONVENTIONS AND I KNOW THERE 
WILL BE MORE TO COME. 


HOPE TO SEE YOU AT ANOTHER COIN SHOW SOON. 
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THE MINTMASTER’S QUILL: An Editor’s Prerogative 


My Friends, 


Hello! Over the past several months, from various friends, and even enemies, plus along with my barber, 
statements and observations said about me, myself, have come to my attention, and not having a bartender or geisha to 
commiserate with, I am retorting and replying to all those all there, whereever and whoever. 


First, | admit openly and candidly to all my faults: not brushing my teeth regularly, as warned by my dentist, 
jogging in worm running shoes, acne still on my face, decades after puberty, never combing my hair, driving too slow, and 
belching in public. Also, years ago, as a college kid, I, shamefully, urinated under The Golden Gate Bridge. 


But, since several seem to be open and candid in their complaints, let me retort and reply, as Danie] Webster 
might have in 1832 with his famous ‘Reply To Hayne’, to wit: 


“You are an SOB”. Well, now, do we have to bring my parents into this!. But, being a genealogist, did check 
my birth certificate. My parents were married on January 11th, and I was born, at Providence Hospital in Oakland, 
California, on April 23rd, the following year----you do not need to know the years----and both my late Dad and the 
delivery doctor signed the Birth Certificate attesting to a live birth. So, my parents were married at both my conception 
and birth. Enough Said. 


“He is a pompous ass”. This one needs to be ‘broken-down’ into two parts: ‘pompous’ and ‘ass’. The latter 
first, ‘ass’, being compared to a male donkey, is wrong. Why? I am a card-carrying Republican! Call me then a ‘pompous 
elephant’, not the symbol of the Democratic Party! Tis-Tis-Tis-Tis! Now, the ‘pompous’. Okay, I admit it, and remind the 

na one who judged me this is the same individual who asked for my ‘Carmody-Lebo Citations’. Pomposity Counterbalanced 
With Generosity. Enough Said. 


“He is bossy”. Okay, the gentleman from Stockton, California, has ‘hit the target’. But, it was my “‘pushiness’- 
---if such a word exists----that created a local coin club’s now most esteemed and now eagerly sought honor. Bossy Got 
The Ball Rolling and Got The Job Done. Enough Said. 


“Uses mailing address stickers on drawing tickets”. With the number of drawings----never use the word 
‘raffle’ for it remains an illegal term here in California, my consternators, if such a title exists----that I support licking 
those cheap Walter Drake return mailing labels is strictly convenience, but as Irene Carrillo, in and with the Vallejo 
Numismatic Society, repeatedly admonishes, ‘most don’t stick and fall off’. To my critic here, I purchased tickets 
generously without mailing labels for the Gateway Coin Club’s Show Drawing and won the Second Prize, and I have 
purchased many tickets with mailing labels and have lost. Enough Said. 


“He doesn’t do anything for local coin clubs”. Now, we are really getting personal, below the belt, you might 
say. Hum. This could be a tough one to refute, save that I belong to nearly thirty local California coin clubs in both 
northern and southern California and spend much on drawing (raffle) tickets, while not donating blood. I submit this 
issue of NCNA HEADS AND TALES, and the prior eighty (80) regularly issued ones, plus my other periodical writing 
and news stories and much more, to bury this one. Enough Said. 


“I am sick to my stomach with your published appreciation letters”. Here we closed a line, and to who said 
this, I refer you to the gray-haired 90 year-old woman, who carried and bore me, and whom I caregive now. Take Up With 
Her. She taught me always to show and to display appreciation and acknowledgment. Tell Her. Enough Said. 


Closing, from the SOB pompous elephant----cannot use ‘ass '----bossy licker of mailing labels who does not do 
anything for local coin clubs while making another coin hobbyist sick enough to pop Tums by the handful, I love all of 
you, too, and | shall----win or lose, liked or hated, or today or decades yet to be----continue to toil----type, tabulate, take 

2 pictures, and travel, plus trouble myself----for our ‘world of money’. Enough Said. 


GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings 
2004 Election Results 


Some one third (1/3) of the membership voted, and the results were: Harry W. Davis, President, Michael M. 
Stanley, First Vice-President, Vincent O. Lacariere, Second Vice-President, Michael S. Turrini, Treasurer, 
with Fred G. van den Haak, Secretary. The ballots were tabulated and verified and the results announced at 
the recent Nor-Cal V Coin Show, Saturday, December 4, 2004, and Dr. Walter A. Ostromecki, Jr., Master of 
Ceremonies for the Show’s Saturday Dinner, installed these Executive Officers. They shall be serving a two 
(2) year term, 2005-2006. 


Next Board of Directors Meeting 


This new team should be gathering shortly to plan the Association’s next Nor-Cal Coin Show and other 
matters. As this NCNA HEADS AND TALES Issue is being prepared and printed, no specific date or site 
has been announced. Inquiries may be via ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’. However, 
some informa] gathering, one possibly to set and to schedule a Board Meeting, is anticipated during the 
January 7, 8, and 9, 2004 San Jose Coin, Stamp, and Collectibles Show. 


Note: Any currently dues-paid Club Member of our Association may send a full voting delegate to the 
Association’s periodical Board of Directors Meetings. 


2005 Dues 


Enclosed with this Issue is one’s Dues Notice. Dues rates remain $5.00 for Individual Members, and $10.00 
for Club Members. Note: Life Members and those having prepaid dues in-advance should ignore the en- 
closed Dues Notice. Remit to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’. 


Also; To answer several inquiries, the Association does NOT have a paid Life Membership. Additional: 
Prompt response by both Individual Members and Club Members is requested. Thank You. 


Coin Show Schedule 


The latest issue is included as the last pages of this January 2005 NCNA HEADS AND TALES. Coin clubs 
are encouraged to provide complete and timely information. As a service, coin clubs may request a supply for 
their local coin shows and newsletters and bulletins, complimentary, by contacting Show List Coordinator 
Fred G. van den Haak at ‘PO Box 60484, Palo Alto, California, 94306-0484’. 


This is but one service available to local coin clubs and their shows. In addition, our Association has a supply, 
complimentary, of generic exhibit ribbons for local shows’ exhibits. Also, a large drum, raffle wheel, is avail- 
able for loan. Just Have To Ask. 


Reminder: NCNA HEADS AND TALES 


The three-times-a-year NCNA HEADS AND TALES would gladly insert Order Forms, show fliers, or like 
announcements from local coin clubs, who are Association Club Members, at no charge! Only the stipula- 

tions are the requesting coin club has to provide two hundred (200) copies, complimentary, and acceptance is a 
on ‘space and weight available’. Again, Just Have To Ask. 
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Nor-Cal V Show Summary and Statistics 


The Association’s Nor-Cal V Show attracted a nice steady and spending crowd on Saturday and Sunday, 
December 4 and 5, 2004, at the Fremont Elks Lodge, #2121, in Fremont, California. Much is still needs to be 
compiled and checked, and any obligations and bills need to be expedited soon, before February 1, 2004. 


Gordon R. Donnell is presently analyzing the Registrations, and it seems that attendees came from through- 
out northern California. 


Fremont Coin Club, the Host Coin Club, was quite supportive. Under the leadership of its President Alan 
Douglass, the Friday night crew and Saturday morning crew for setup had: Alan Douglass, Donald R. Barsi, 
William Burke, Ronald Ikebe, Bruce Caires, Donald Ehlers, Roger Lyles, Briita Ehlers, Ione Patton, James 
Patton, Matt Hutchison, James Barton, Michael M. Stanley, Michael S. Turrini, Lee H. Gong, and Paul 
Bloomfield. Night Security rotated Alan Douglass, Donald R. Barsi, and Vincent O. Lacareire. Registration 
Table had on Saturday: Ione Patton, Gordon R. Donnell, Michael S. Turrini, Fred G. van den Haak, and John 
Patton, and on Sunday, it was: Briita Ehlers, Gordon R. Donnell, Irene Carrillo, Michael S. Turrini, and Kris 
Martin. If anyone was not credited, apology expressed, and correction asked. Thanks To All! 


The Nor-Cal V Show Drawing (raffle) Winners are listed here: 


Prize Ticket Winner Recorded Seller 
< Double Eagle, First #0080 Daniel Shattuc, Sunnyvale Gordon R. Donnell 
Eagle, Second #0018 Dr. Walter A. Ostromecki, Jr., Encino GordonR. Donnell 
Quarter Eagle, Third #0103 Gene Hoy, San Mateo Gordon R. Donnell 
One-Tenth, Fourth #0268 Lenny Raymundo Michael M. Stanley 
One-Tenth #0288 Beverly Usman Michael M. Stanley 
One-Tenth #2423 Cary Casey Sold At Show 
One-Tenth #0499 Xan Chamberlain, Palo Alto Alvin H.W. Lo 
One-Tenth #2040 Gene Mafnas, Fremont Sold At Show 
One-Tenth #0120 Jeff Shelvin, Carmichael Gordon R. Donnell 
One-Tenth #1381 Gordon R. Donnell Gordon R. Donnell 
One-Tenth #0325 Irene Carrillo, Crockett Irene Crockett 


On the Saturday evening, the Show Dinner was held at Fremont’s Jericho’s, and in addition to the denoted 
‘Miller Medal’ honorees, reported on the next page, the Association presented ten (10) of its ‘Tokens of 
Esteem’. Outgoing President Michael M. Stanley did the honors for Gordon R. Donnell, Michael S. Turrini, 
Fred G, van den Haak, Alvin H.W. Lo, Harry W. Davis, Irene Carrillo, Vincent O. Lacariere, Michael M. 
Stanley, Alan Douglass, and the Fremont Coin Club. 


Along with these ‘ Zokens of Esteem’, which are a uniface engraved bronze medallion with the Association’s 
well-known gold miner logo on the reverse, a special ‘eagle trophy’ was bestowed by incoming President 
Harry W. Davis onto Michael M. Stanley. This honor recognizes both his service for the past six years as the 
Association’s President and decades in our hobby and local northern California coin clubs. 


14 Along with these aforementioned awards and the installation of the new Executive Officers, a special Door 
Prize Drawing was held, with Donald Ehlers winning a 1917 Ten Gulden Dutch Gold Coin. 
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2004 Miller Medal 


At the aforementioned Nor-Cal V Show Dinner/Banquet in his last official act as the Association’s President 
Michael M. Stanley honored: 


KENNETH BARR, San Jose, California, and 
VINCENT O. LACARIERE, Fremont, California 


with the Association’s coveted ‘Ron Miller Memorial Award’, the ‘Miller Medal’. 


In an emotional presentation, both gentleman, who are well-known and well-established in northern Califor- 
nia numismatic circles and community, spoke. Mr. Barr, the first, earned loud laughs when he said that he had 
not been so honor so highly since “winning the Nobel Peace Prize”. He went onto to express his gratitude for 
the Medal and the nomination. Mr. Lacariere spoke longer, having a quite personal relationship with his 
‘Miller Medal’, since he was a partner, associate, and friend of the late Ronald Lee Miller (1944-1993), for 
whom the award is named. Mr. Lacareire expressed his appreciation by noting that the late Ron Miller had 
founded the Fremont Coin Club and to be bestow in Fremont, California was doubly respected. 


Attending were these prior recipients: Michael S. Turrini, the first, Gordon R. Donnell, O.L. Wallis, Michael 
M. Stanley, Edgar D. Fulwider, Lee H. Gong, Dr. Walter A. Ostromecki, Jr., Alvin H. W. Lo, and Fred G. van 
den Haak. 


It should be noted that at this same Dinner, there were several Krause Publication’s ‘Numismatic Ambassa- 
dors ‘present: Gordon R. Donnell, Edgar D. Fulwider, Lee H. Gong, Dr. Walter A. Ostromecki, Jr., Michael 
M. Stanley, and Michael S. Turrini, plus O.L. Wallis, all of whom have been honored with the aforementioned 
‘Miller Medal’. This fact speaks highly of the quality and stature of ‘The Miller Medal’. 


2005 Miller Medal 


New President Harry W. Davis would welcome written nominations for this year’s ‘Miller Medal’. As the 
Executive Officers are barred by policy to submit nominations, it is depended upon the membership to con- 
sider and submit nominations. Although the deadline is a few months away----June 30, 2005----written 
nominations could be sent now. Submit to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’. 


If specifics as to the requirements are needed and the nomination procedure, write to the same post office 
box. In addition, as Page 12, before the back pages with the ‘Coin Show Schedule’, is a roster of all the 
‘Miller Medal’ honorees. It certainly reads of those who are significantly and substantially contributing and 
participating in northern California numismatics. 


Note: The ‘Miller Medal’ has some quite defined and specific criteria, and one is that the nominee be 
currently active and involved extensively in and with our ‘world of money’. 
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BRANCH MINT REPORTS: Club News and Happenings 


Hello! Happy New Year 2005! Your Editor would enjoy visiting, as convenient, local northern California coin clubs and 
providing a program and sharing our ‘world of money’ with fellow coin hobbyists. The best time for your still full-time 
educator is the traditional Summer months of June, July, and August. In addition, also as convenient, Your Editor would 
be willing to provide a combination ‘youth and information table’ at local northern coin club shows, but due to distance 
and time remains restricted and selective. On another matter, coin clubs are again reminded to mail regularly their 
respective newsletters/bulletins and news releases to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 95490-0410’. 


ALAMEDA COIN CLUB Enjoyed its Christmas Party Dinner at Juanita’s Restaurant on Friday, December 3, 
2004. Eight ACC Members were honored with a free dinner, for their assistance in setup and work at the Club’s Show: 
DONALD R. BARSI, WENDY BARSI, GORDON R. BARSI, RUBEN EDWARDS, JEFF TERFLINGER, THOMAS GESNER, 
ROBERT STURN, and ALAN DOUGLASS. Show ‘n Tells are an active feature at the monthly ACC meetings: at the 
Club’s November 9, 2004 ROBERT STURN “brought a Ten Dollar Liberty Eagle won at the recent Fairfield Coin Club’s 
Show”. Now, That Is A Nice Show ‘n Tell! 


CUPERTINO COIN CLUB Was proud to report that its own KENNETH BARR and VINCENT O. LACARIERE 
were honored with the Northern California Numismatic Association’s (NCNA) coveted ‘Ronald Miller Memorial Award ’, 
‘The Miller Medal’, \ast December 4, 2004. Adding to this honor, KENNETH BARR was bestowed the respected 
‘Carmody-Lebo Citation’ by MICHAEL S. TURRINI. Congratulations To Both! Going back to the CCC’s October 8, 2004 
meeting, which was the Club’s ‘Youth Night’: “Youth Vice-President EMILY BURNS ably and expertly ran the meeting. 
Youth Members were encouraged to do Show ‘n Tells, with coins from their collections and we saw and heard: JESSICA 
BURNS, EMILY BURNS, JOSHUA GUNTER, GREG KLEIN, SHANNON BARRIE, and KYLE RUSS-NAVARRO” At this 
Same meeting, the Club’s Second Annual CCC Trivia Contest was held and Interim Editor AL LO successfully defended 
te his crown but was severely challenged by CHRIS PEAVEY and GORDON R. DONNELL. WEI CHANG spoke at the 
November 12, 2004 meeting on ‘Zo Clean Or Not To Clean’, and his talk provided useful information: He “told CCC 
members that we should only ‘clean’ our coins if one, PVC on them, two, foreign objects on them, and three, they are 
lightly toned, or four, had bad toning, finger prints, carbon spots, etc. Do Not Use Ajax, baking soda or powdered soap 
but use Jeweluster or MS70 and do it Very Carefully! Make sure that all cleaning agents are thoroughly washed off the 
coin before storing it. Also, do not clean circulated coins or any copper coins... Thank you for the good advise, WEI”. 
The CCC reminds that its 2005 Coin Show is Sunday, February 20, 2005, at San Jose, California’s Napredak Hall, and 
information may be contacted at ALLOSJ@cs.com or at the Club’s mailing address: ‘PO Box 448, Cupertino, California, 
95015-0448’. 


- DELTACOIN CLUB By the time this January 2005 NCNA HEADS AND TALES Issue is mailed, this Club would 
have held its Annual Dinner, on Friday, January 14, 2004, at Stockton’s UJ’s Restaurant. Your Editor would again be the 
Dinner’s Master of Ceremonies, and install the Club’s 2005 Officers and present the awards, including the newly 
established ‘Elden Enzminger Memorial Award’. However, since this Issue is being prepared and printed before the 
Dinner, much could not be reported. Going back to the Club’s September 24, 2004 meeting, a Donation Auction was held, 
earning the Club over $511.00 from some fifty donations. President WILLIAM E. HORNING called the auction, and Vice- 
President TONY RANTZ did the recording. Runners were DAWN and JON GRIEP. Note. Your Editor has interviewed 
and published, in the sister CALIFORNIA NUMISMATIST, January 2005 issue, the joint quarterly of the California State 
Numismatic Association (CSNA) and the Numismatic Association of Southern California (NASC), an article about 
NORMAN F. PRUITT, the DCC’s Founder. Check It Out. 


DIABLO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY Reelected its Officers for the 2005 year: JAMES H. LAIRD, President, 
GORDON R. DONNELL, Vice-President, MICHAEL M. STANLEY, Secretary, and MARK CLARKSON, Treasurer. The 
Society held its Contra Costa Coin Show last November 14, 2004, and these were the lucky winners: STEVE MCCLURE, 
PAUL ROMESBURG MICHAEL STANLEY, DOUGLAS DANIELS, JOHN RUSSELL, and ROBERT BABB. The DNS 
a ended its 2004 year with its Christmas Party, last December 12, 2004 at the home of JAMES and LISALAIRD, who again 

graciously hosted and welcomed the Society into their Alamo, California home. The festivity included a great drawing, 
time to relax and talk, and bingo for Silver Eagles. The DNS now has a new editor for its monthly DIABLO DIE BREAK, 


and he is STEVE MCCLURE. 
@) 
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FAIRFIELD COIN CLUB Honored its Vice-President ROBERT W. BELLEAU, SR.., with its esteemed ‘Rich 
Neily Memorial Award’ last December 11, 2004. This Award is the Club’s highest and most respected honor. In addition, 
to this Award, BOB was also bestowed the coveted ‘Joint Plaque’ of the Fairfield Coin Club and Vallejo Numismatic 
Society and an Amcrican Numismatic Association (ANA) ‘Regional Coordinator s Citation’ on the same date, during 
the Eighteenth (18th) Annual Joint Christmas Party of this Club and the neighboring Vallejo Numismatic Society. The 
Party, originally scheduled for the Fairfield, California’s Anheuser-Busch Brewery, was, at the last minuted, relocated to 
JJ North’s Grand Buffet in Solano Mall. DR. WALTER A. OSTROMECKI, JR., himself a ‘Rich Neily Award ‘honoree, 
travelled from his southern California home to serve as the Party’s Master of Ceremonies. The FCC has scheduled a date 
for its 2005 Fairfield Coin Show: Sunday, September 18, 2005, again at the Fairfield Community Center. Information on this 
may be telephoned to ‘707-253-7322’. 


FREMONT COIN CLUB Has elected its 2005 Officers, and they are: ALAN DOUGLASS, President, WILL- 
IAM BURKE, First Vice-President, JACKIE COLLINS, Second Vice-President, BRIITA EHLERS, Treasurer, DAVID 
COLLINS, Recording Secretary, and ALISTAIR, Corresponding Secretary. At the Club’s November 23, 2004 meeting, 
WILLIAM BURKE spoke on ‘Foreign Coins Minted In The United States’. By the time this Issue is prepared and 
printed, the FCC would have held its Annual Installation Banquet at Fremont, California’s Spin-A-Yard Restaurant. It 
was reported in the November DOUBLE EAGLE that longtime member DON EHLERS “had previously shown at a 
meeting an original San Leandro National Bank Twenty Dollar National Currency Note, These are very scare and some 
of those that exist are ‘zombies’ or really damaged notes. KEN BARR looked through his collection, and located one of 
those ‘zombies’ of that same note, which is pictured here [in the DOUBLE EAGLE]. Nice to know, at least, some of these 
local rarities are staying local!” 


FRESNO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY Ended 2004 with its Annual Banquet Meeting on December 14, 2004, and 
the Society also continued its annual support of “Toys For Tots’ and a $250.00 donation to the Salvation Army. What is 
a joy to read in the monthly FRESNO NUMISMATIST is its Editor RANDY CLIFTON’s commentary, to wit: “You know, 
I really hate computers, and I think computers sense that and purposely mess me up. I started to write this November 
issue, got about halfway through it, and some window opens ups telling me that there is a malfunction in the Microsolf 
Word that I use and it will be shutting down. It also has the audacity to tell me that any work that I am currently involved 
with, as in this newsletter that I was working on, could be lost. And, guess what? It was right! The dang thing shut off, 
and all that I worked on was lost”. How True! Editor CLIFTON, it has happen to me too! 


GATEWAY COIN CLUB Its COINNECTION Editor JOHN HOFFMAN has a column, actually most of its 
monthly newsletter, in which he muses on a variety of topics and themes, some of immediate concern to the GCCers and 
others, well, to whomever. The October 2004 Issue had this when he related being presented an unknown Merced Falls, 
California mill town poke chip: “As a token collector, I am elated. As far as lam concerned, I have been given information 
that for all practical purposes has identified as set of poker chips from at least seventy-five (75) years ago, much older 
than any card room chips previously known from Merced County, from the northeast area of the County, the Snelling/ 
Merced Falls area, that has never had any identified card rooms. For me, as a local card room poker chip collector, or for 
me as a local historical buff, I am on Cloud Nine!”. Continuing his thoughts, he concluded, after sharing his find with a 
major players in California poker chips and winning another unidentified chip in an auction, that “only time, and 
hopefully some further, successful research, may yield additional information. However, I am fascinated by these 
seemingly widely different perspectives within the closely parallel specialties under the numismatic umbrella”. Nice 
Observation About Our ‘World of Money’! 


LIBERTY NUMISMATIC SOCIETY Reports success with its October 5, 2004 Book Auction, the major fund- 
raiser and project of the Society: “The Book Auction held at the Millbrae Recreation Center was a total success, although 
we were crimped for time and parking...A special thanks must go to EDGAR D. FULWIDER, who donated enough books 
and material to make this Auction possible. Next, a special thanks to STEPHEN M. HUSTON, who was our Auctioneer 
and completed ‘Mission Impossible’ within the time that he was given to call the Auction. Also, additional special thanks 
to KEN BARR, VINCE LACARIERE, and MARK CLARK, who purchased large amounts of material that has helped our 
Society immeasurably. Members who donated books and material were MICHAEL S. TURRINI, JOE WARGO, VINCE 
LACARIERE, GORDON R. DONNELL, JIM and SHARON ROSEN, GENE HOY, AL BULLOCK, KEN BARR, again 
EDGAR D. FULWIDER, STEPHEN M. HUSTON, DAVID W. LANGE, LEN KRUITOF, and MARK Wm. CLARK”. Credit 
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also goes to SHARON ROSEN and LNS President DAVID E. EVANS, for their work and assistance. Local LNS members 
have ‘spread-the-word’ about the numismatic hobby and our ‘world of money’. Last November 15, 2004, JIM ROSEN 
and GENE HOY did 4 presentation on the collecting of coins, medals, and tokens to Chadbourne Adult Activity Center, 
in Millbrae, California: their presentation “was received by the School and members of the School”. As was commented, 
“we need members to provide more ideas where we can make these presentations and also to participate in these 
promotions”. 7rue For Any Local Coin Club. 


LIVERMORE VALLEY COIN CLUB Well, LVCCers can have their monthly LVCC newsletter via e-mail, as was 
reported in the December newsletter: “and finally: do you receive this letter via snail mail and have an e-mail address? If 
so, please send your e-mail address to Tom.J.Wallace@Grace.com. If you work for the USPS, we understand your 
preference”. Hum? Recent LVCC meeting activities have been November 16, 2004, WEI CHANG speaking on ‘The Art of 
the Deal’, and December 13, 2004, the Club’s Christmas Potluck Dinner Meeting. The LVCC has its Annual Coin Show set 
for March 13, 2005 again at the Livermore Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur Drive, in north Livermore, California. This Show is 
described as the one “with the best steak sandwiches”. 


PACIFIC COAST NUMISMATIC SOCIETY Esteemed PCNSer STEPHEN M. HUSTON presented his pro- 
vocative and informative ‘Field Guide To GOKs’, meaning ‘God Only Knows’ at the Society’s October 27, 2004 meeting: 
“Initially all attending members believed that the program would be about items in their collections or in the collection of 
others that could not possibly be identified, thus the term ‘God Only Knows’. However, as STEVE presented the 
information, it became clear that he was really teaching us how to determine what that unknown token, medal, coin, or 
other numismatic item might be. In Steve’s view, a GOK is something for which you have no clue whatsoever, you do not 
know what it is, you do not know how to identify it, and you probably do not have a clue as to where to start!”. His 
educating talk presented some guide lines to answer the question of ‘GOK’: “First, determine if the object is a coin, 
token, or medal by inspecting the piece. Are there portraits, figures, heraldry, arms, and abbreviations? Latin inscrip- 
tions, other alphabets? Is it a precious medal such as gold or silver? Is it medal, plastic, fiber, etc.? Inspect the fields, the 

ie rims, lettering, and edge. Is there reeding, letters, or is the edge plain; you can date some coins by the edge. Second, 
review the books that might help: standard catalogs, speciality catalogs, read the numismatic press, ask knowledgeable 
collectors and dealers, check museum and their staff. What one must avoid is speculation as to what the object might 
be... The questions to ask of anyone you query are: do you know what it is? If yes, explain. If now, whom should I query 
next to determine an answer?...A last admonition is if you send an object to someone for investigation, please send a 
reply envelope and enough postage for the item to be returned to you!”. To assist his talk and theme, he illustrated the 
points with various numismatic objects highlighting the points in his presentation. Excellent Talk! 


PENINSULA COIN CLUB Your Editor enjoys visiting the PCC, since he combines visits to the Club’s Second 
Monday with visits to the beach! You had to be RICH DOUGLAS at the Club’s October 31, 2004 Show, since he won the 
main prize, a Ten Dollar Eagle. PCC may be contacted via its Editor at bgreenblatt@yahoo.com. 


REDWOOD EMPIRE COIN CLUB If your Editor enjoys the PCC for combination to the San Mateo County 
coast, then he welcomes visiting the RECC, for its periodical feasts, and this might explain why he converted to Life 
Member in Peninsula as ‘#0’ and in Redwood Empire as ‘#1’. Food and The Beach! Oh, Well, my files have only the latest 
issue of the RECC’s monthly newsletter dated back to October. At the October 13, 2004 meeting, the Third Annual Helen 
and Roy Roberts Benefit Auction was held: “The Benefit Auction featured fifty (50) donated items by the members. 
There was some spirited bidding, and every item sold. After all was totaled, the Club earned $406.00 to help support the 
costs, and many attendees walked away with bargains from this Auction”. The Editor and Secretary for the RECC’s 
monthly newsletter is DR. CHARLES CATLETT, and he gave a lesson in the October 2004 RECC’s newsletter: “Doctors 
performed surgery on a man rushed to a hospital writhing in pain, and were stunned to find four and two tenths (4.2) 
pounds of loose change in his stomach!”. Described as having a history of mental disorders, “he lived with his mother, 
and been swallowing the coins for a long time without her knowledge...The coins had turned black from the stomach 
acid. And, x-rays only showed hard objects in his stomach. Makes one wonder what he paid his hospital bill with? Did 
he tell the surgeon to ‘keep the change’? And what is interesting is that all the change remained in his stomach. Children 
a are notorious for putting all sorts of things in their months. What a coin is swallowed, the only important thing medically 
speaking is that it passes through the esophagus, food pipe, into the stomach. If it can be shown that a coin is in the 
stomach, doctors are taught not to worry, the coin will inevitably come out the other end. Maybe this guy ate too much 


sticky rice”. Well, Folks You Read It Here! (9 \ 
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SOLANO SILVER ROUND CLUB Ended its 2004 year with a holiday get-together at Pietro’s #1, a Vacaville, 
California landmark. Due to a conflict to photograph the School Board of the Vacaville Unified School District (VUSD), 
that same evening, about a quarter of mile away, Your Editor, who doubles as the SSRC’s President and Medals 
Coordinator, was compelled ‘to eat and to run’; so, he does not know what happen, so far. His Show ‘n Tell was briefly 
shared: a rag, but still desirable Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollar Federal Reserve Note, Series 1934, courtesy of a anony- 
mous hobbyist. Why not a ‘silver round’? Well, that is easy to answer: how many $500.00 notes have you seen and held? 
The SSRC has one medal presently be considered, and that is the Sesquicentennial----not ‘centennial’ as incorrectly 
reported----for the 1854 Opening of Japan. Deadline was January 1, 2005; however, due to the Holiday Season and other 
pressing demands, the deadline is extended to February 1, 2005. If you are interested in this silver round, which is 
destined to have a low mintage, e-mail EMPERORI@juno.com. 


STANISLAUS COUNTY COIN CLUB To read the SCCC’s monthly GOLD STRIKE is to read DOUGLAS C. 
DANIELS, and his ‘Two Cents Worth’----DOUG, did you know the name ‘Two Cents Worth’ is the official name for the 
monthly San Francisco Coin Club’ newsletter and has been since the early 1980s. Proprietary Rights, Here----and it 
is filled with ‘tidbits’. Here Is One From A Recent Fall 2004 Coin Show: a guy “comes up, looks at a nice large size Ten 
Dollar Gold Certificate, and asks RASHA ROBINSON how much it is. RASHA tells him, ‘four and a quarter’. The guy 
hands RASHA a Twenty Dollar bill, and RASHA says, ‘Okay, that is Twenty”. The guy says, “Oh, you need change”, 
and he takes the Twenty Dollar back and walks away while RASHA is trying to explain that ‘four and a quarter’ means 
$425.00. A few minutes later, the same guy returns with a Five Dollar bill, and hands it to an open-mouth RASHA. I 
[DOUGLAS C. DANIELS] cannot take it anymore, and ask the guy to explain why anyone would sell even a regular Ten 
Dollar bill, let alone a Gold Certificate for $4.25, Four Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents. RASHA has now regained his 
exposure and tells the guy that it is $425.00. This guy takes his Five Dollar bill back and at once has a conflict with the 
next bourse dealer”. Here Js Another. “I [DOUGLAS C. DANIELS] had a rare Gatling Gun Medal, with a mintage of just 
two hundred fifty (250). Another guy comes up and looks at the obverse and asks what is on the reverse. RASHA shows 
it to him and says the reverse has the image of Doctor Richard Gatling, the inventor of the gun. This guy looks at it and 
says excitedly, “hey, his name is the same as the gun!”. You had to see the look on RASHA’s face. It was my turn to laugh 
this time”. Any Other Tales, DOUG? 


VALLEJO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY Joined neighboring Fairfield Coin Club this past December 11, 2004 for 
their Eighteenth (18th) Annual Joint Christmas Party, which at the last minute had to be relocated to Fairfield’s JJ Norths, 
rather than the famous Anheuser-Busch Brewery. Needless to say, the venue might change, but the quality remained. 
There were enough Door Prizes----2004 Silver Eagles----for everyone plus then-some! The famous Goodie Bags were 
eagerly claimed, and the Mega-Drawing (raffle) took-in $1100.00 even. DR. WALTER A. OSTROMECKL, JR., flew from 
southern California, and in his fourth presence served as the Master of Ceremonies, along with ‘Santa Claus’, who came 
from his North Pole base. ROBERT W. BELLEAU, SR., was honored with several recognitions during this Party: the 
Fairfield Coin Club’s ‘Rich Neily Award’, the ‘Joint Plaque’ of both groups, and an American Numismatic Association 
(ANA) ‘Regional Coordinator’s Citation’. GERALD ‘MR. G’ SINGER also was honored with a like ‘Regional 
Coordinator s Citation’. At this Party, a perpetual wall-hung large plaque was unveiled listing all the prior honorees of 
this Joint Plaque’. Earlier in December, the VNS held its Annual Maxine M. Hopperstad White Elephant Memorial 
Auction. Although a full accounting is still to be processed, the Auction attracted a record number of one hundred 
ninety-nine (199) donated lots, and required two plus (2+) hours, without a break, to call! MICHAEL M. STANLEY and 
MICHAEL S. TURRINI, again, did the auctioning duties, and DR. RODNEY W. BAKER handled the recording. MICHAEL 
BUTLER and WILLIAM A. BARTZ were the runners. The VNS has reelected its 2005-2006 Executive Officers: HARRY 
W. DAVIS, President, DR. RODNEY W. BAKER, Vice-President, MICHAELS. TURRINI, Treasurer, and IRENE CARRILLO, 
Secretary. The VNS has returned its 2005 Coin Show to the Vallejo Elks Lodge for Sunday, May 1, 2005, and full-day of 
collector meetings, enlarged bourse, Youth Table, and exhibits are planned. Bourse Coordinator is HARRY W. DAVIS, 
and he may be reached at ‘PO Box 4281, Vallejo, California, 94590-0428’. 


VISALIA COIN CLUB Ended 2004 with a party and potluck, plus gift exchange, on December 16, 2004. At 
the November 22, 2004 meeting, PHIL PETTNER spoke on ‘Full Step Jefferson Nickels’: “We learned how the steps are 
counted, and how i’. is becoming an important part of the series”. At this same meeting, the Club’s current officers were 
renominated, pending the election later: as the Club’s Editor CAMERON KIEFER stated, “If you want to run for office or 
nominate someone to run, make sure that you attend!”. Got To Be There To Get There! 


RENO COIN CLUB Our neighbors in The Silver State have been quite active. October 5, 2004 meeting heard 
RUSTY KING speaking on ‘Nevada State Medals’, and the November 9, 2004 meeting had OTTO KLAY making “a 
resounding success of his first numismatic presentation: an overview of the coinage of his native Switzerland. He 
displayed shooting talers and modern and older coins. OTTO had handouts explaining Switzerland’s history and the 
origin of the shooting taler. He had Swiss numismatic publications and magazines articles and several books to augment 
his presentation. It was an excellent learning experience for all in attendance”. The Reno Coin Club and the Reno 
Convention Visitors Authority are reported “pushing hard to get the American Numismatic Association (ANA) Conven- 
tion here [Reno, Nevada] in 2010 or 2011”. Good Luck! RUSTY KING returned with insight in the December 2004 RENO 
CARTWHEEL, worth sharing here: “Since I have always tried to stress the value of service to fellow collectors, I want 
to tell the story of a select few in the Reno Coin Club, who have left a permanent legacy of service to their fellow 
collectors... JUNE BLACK, the Club’s first Secretary, was chosen as Life Member #1 [in 1988]. JUNE was tireless in her 
work and support in getting new members, making them welcome in the Club, and promoting growth of the Club in the 
community...Her words to me [RUSTY KING] were, “Rusty, you know that the people in our Club are great, and they 
deserve the best that we as leaders can give them!”. JUNE passed away in 1989. I miss her words of wisdom, and the 
Reno Coin Club misses here dedication and devotion”. RUSTY goes on to list seven (7) other Reno Coin Club Life 
Members: ED HOFFMAN, #2, DOUG MCDONALD #3, AL SHAY, #4, ED BECK, #5, the late BERNIE MASTROIANNI, 
#6, RUSTY KING #7, and DAN WATERMAN, #8. Continuing, he editorialized “if all of us could find a way to step up to 
the plate in the RCC like these Life Members did, our Club would have no problem hosting an American Numismatic 
Association (ANA) Convention in 2010 or 2011”. How True! 


SACRAMENTO VALLEY COIN CLUB Oops! Since its Editor DR. RODNEY W. BAKER needed to replace dam- 
aged copies of the Club’s SVCC NEWSLETTER issues for October and November 2004, which were intended for new 
SVCC Life Member CLIFFORD MISHLER, of Iola, Wisconsin, he has nothing recent to report. But our numismatic friend, 
CLIFFORD MISHLER does have the current news from the State Capital’s coin club! Sorry, SVCC! 


SAN JOSE COIN CLUB Heard “Life Member, Corresponding Secretary, and Medals Coordinator, GARY 
ACQUISTAPACE present an interesting and informative program at the November 13, 2004 meeting. His topic was ‘The 
Numismatic Items of the Western Caribbean ’. It is always fun to hear about GARY’s numerous world travels. GARY had 
samples of the coins, currency, and casino chips from Central America, Aruba, Panama, Costa Rica, Cayman Islands, and 
Mexico”. Earlier at the September 8, 2004 meeting, EDWARD SINS spoke on the ‘San Jose Coin Club Woods’: “He spoke 
on the history of a variety of woods that have been issued, over the years, to advertise the Club shows and meetings. 
ED display samples of all of the woods issued by the SJCC”. The SJCC at its November and December meetings had been 
seeking contributions for the Second Harvest Food Bank: “Historian RYAN JOHNSON will deliver the collected food to 
the Second Harvest”. A special thanks were expressed to HARVEY and PATSY ROSE for their generous $50.00 cash 
donation to the Club’s Food Drive. Two SJCC members were winners at the recent Redwood Empire (Santa Rosa, 
California) Coin Club and Vallejo Numismatic Society’s biannual joint event, this year, San Francisco Mint Sesquicenten- 
nial Spectacular, and they were: WEI CHANG with a MS63 1945 S Mercury Dime, and DAN SHATTUC won a 1899 S Five 
Dollar Half Eagle. In fact, the SJCC was well represented at this event. The SJCC will host its combined Thirty-Seventh 
(37th) Annual Coin, Stamp, and Collectibles Show, with the California State Numismatic Association’s (CSNA) One 
Hundred-Sixteenth (116th) Semiannual Convention, on January 7, 8, and 9, 2005 in the downtown San Jose at the 
Parkside Hall. Much Events Planned. Contact sijccshow@wmdesign.com. 


SAN FRANCISCO COIN CLUB For a coin club that a year ago had only $8.10 in its Treasury and witness 
its possible end, the past year might not have increased the attendance but the Treasury is in the ‘black’ and the Club is 
about to mint a medal for the San Francisco Mint Sesquicentennial, plus make money at it! Not Too Bad! The SFCC 
gathers in the ‘Community Room at Taraval Police Station, 2345--24th Avenue, off Taravea, in the Sunset, of San 
Francisco, California, on the Fourth Friday, beginning at 7:00 PM’. Actually, there are two ‘gatherings’: the actual SFCC 
meeting and the earlier dinner happening at the nearby Tennessee Grill up two blocks east on Taravel. October 22, 2004 
meeting witness the Club’s First Annual Hans Hansson Donation Drawing, and the Club earned a clear $140.00. Pat- 
terned after the annual Donation Drawing held by the Diablo (Concord/Walnut Creek, California) Numismatic Society, 
this fund-raiser involved a regular drawing (raffle) in which the prizes are donated. The Club joined neighboring Pacific 
Coast Numismatic Society (PCNS) on December 22, 2004 in Fort Mason Center for a Joint Potluck Night. Both groups 
planned to hold their annual nominations and elections at this joint affair. Results published in the next issue. 
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MEMORIAL AWARD 
'The Miller Medal’ 


eVEAM |S = - = RECIPIENT. oo) S) 7S “DATE? | SITE OF PRESENTATION 
| 1995 5-May-96 24th Vallejo Coin Show, Vallejo 
[4996 | GORDONR.DONNELL | __14-Dec-96__| FCC/VNS 10th Joint Christmas Party, Fairfield 
[4997 | JAND.HENKE | __—'13-Dec-97_ | FCC/VNS 11th Joint Christmas Party, Fairfield 
[4907 | ~SSCOL. WALLIS] 13-Dec-97__ | FCC/VNS 11th Joint Christmas Party, Fairfield 

[~~ SEDWARDSINS __—_s| 26-Sep-98 __|SJCC October 14, 1998 Meeting, San Jose 


| NCNA PRESIDENT __ 
Fred G. van den Haak 
Fred G.vanden Haak 
[Gordon R.Donnell 
[Gordon R.Donnell 


Note: ‘The Miller Medal’ is selected and awarded by and from the Northern California Numismatic Association (NCNA), with a maximum of two (2) per a) 
calendar year. It is named for the late Ronald Lee Miller (1944-1993). 
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COIN SHOW SCIEHEIDULIE 
These coin show listings are cts as a free service to the numismatic 
community by the Northern California Numismatic Association, Show listings are 
updated quarterly and are available without cost to member Coin Clubs. If you would 
like to have a show listed, please send all pertinent show information early to: 
N.C.N.A., Fred G. van den Haak, P.O. Box 60484, Palo Alto, Ca. 49306-0484. You may 
also e mail the information to: fredvdh@gmail.com 


Jan. 7-9, 2005 SAN JOSE. San Jose Coin, Stamp and Collectors Show, 
Parkside Hall, between Park Ave. and San Carlos St. near 
Market Street, San Jose. Information: (408) 973-1606 or 
See web page at www.sanjosecoinclub.org. Admission $3. 
Feb. 19-20, 2005SANTA ROSA. Redwood Empire Coin Club Annual Show, 
E.L. Finley Hall, Sonoma County Fairgrounds, 1350 
Bennett Road., Santa Rosa. Bourse: Merle Avila (707) 
585-3711 or (707) 824-4811 eves. 
under 12 _ free. 
Feb. 20,2005 SAN JOSE. “Cupertino” Coin Club Annual Coin Show, 
Napredak Hall, 770 Montague Expressway, San Jose. 
Bourse: 
Bruce Braga (408) 865-0720 & 408-839-1883 or write to: 
Cupertino Club, P.O. Box 448, Cupertino, Ca. 95015-0448 
Mar. 13, 2005 LIVERMORE. Livermore Valley Coin Club 39th Annual 
Coin Show, Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur, Livermore. Bourse: 
Howard Kosanke, P.O. Box 610, Livermore, Ca. 94551. 
Phone (925) 449-1973. 
Mar.19-20, 2005 DUBLIN. “2005” Wests Token Jamboree, Western States 
Token Society, Dublin Radisson Hotel (Grand Salon), 6680 
Regional Street, Dublin, Ca. Bourse/Information: Michael 
Wehner, P.O. Box 194271, San Francisco, Ca., 94119-4271 
(415) 928-4469; e mail: mf_wehner@yahoo.com 
April 29-30, RENO. Reno Coin Club 19th Annual Coin Show, Reno Elk’s 
2005 Hal} 597 Kumle Lane, Reno, Nevada. Bourse: Paul Williams 
(775) 720-5395 or pkwilliams@hotmail.con. 
May 1, 2005 VALLEJO. Vallejo Numismatic Society 33rd Annual 
Show, Vallejo Elk’s Lodge, 2850 Redwood Parkway, off 
Admiral Callaghan, Vallejo. Info: 510-547-0518 or 
707-642-0216; E Mail: @j 
May. 22,2005 ALAMEDA. Alameda Coin Club Show, Alameda High 
School Gym, on Oak Street at Central, Alameda. Bourse: 
Don Barsi, P.O. Box 7989, Fremont, Ca. 94537. 
July 27-31 SAN JOSE. American Numismatic Association Convention. 
2005 “World’s Fair of Money” San Jose McEnry Convention 
Center, 150 W. San Carlos Street, San Jose, Ca. 95113 (3 


Sept. 18, 2005 EAIRFIFILD. Fairfield Coin Club 16th Annual Coin Show. 


Nov. 13, 2005 


Nov. 27, 2005 


Feb. 19, 2006 


Fairfield Community Center,1000 Kentucky at 
Pennsylvania in downtown Fairfield, Fairfield. Bourse/ 
Info: Jan Henke @707-427-0482 or email: 
EMPERORI@juno.com 
San Jase. Peninsula Coin Club 26th Annual Coins and 
Collectibles Show, Napredak Hall, 770 Montague 
Expressway, San Jose. Bourse: Fred van den Haak, P.O. 
Box 60484, Palo Alto, Ca. 94306. Ph.:(650) 498-4158 
CONCORD. Diablo Numismatic Society Annual Contra 
Costa Coin Show, Concord Veterans Memorial Building, 
2290 Willow Pass Road, Concord. Bourse: Mike Stanley, 
2107 Gill Drive, Concord, Ca. 94510-2232. e mail: 
xsteamerx@aol.com or Information: Ph: (925) 825-0649 
SAN JOSE. “Cupertino” Coin Club Annual Coin Show, 
Napredak Hall, 770 Montague Expressway, San Jose. 
iSsi Bourse: 
Bruce Braga (408) 865-0720 & 408-839-1883 or write to: 
Cupertino Club, P.O. Box 448, Cupertino, Ca. 95015-0448 


